THE \ 


REMONSTRANCE 


Of the Commons of ENGLAND, to 


the Houſe of Commons Afﬀembled in 
PARLIAMENT. 


Preferred wnte them by the Hands of their 
SPEAKER 


Mafter Speaker, 


| We ſend this (whatſoever ye will call it ) to the Honevrable Honſe 
of Commons, who are the repreſentative Body of the whole Commons 
of England, and we deſire to preſent is by you who are the Speaker of that Houſe. 
T he cud of our de fire 1s Peace, and we hope we ſhall nos erre in the WA, whes we 
iutreat you to be our Mediatour. Maſter Syeaker, all that we defire of you, ic ro de- 
liver this ts the Houſe, to procure it to be read, and to obtame as £004 an anſwer uo 
#s, As you 11A). 


And now we adareſſe onr ſelves to rhe Hononrable Honſe it felfe. 


Hen this Parl'ament was called {after ſeyerall unhappy Breachss of ſome 
MM former) we comforted our {elves yith a hope of a redreſle of all our grie- 
vances, and we made choice of you for our Kyights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes, to 
ſerve for us there, ard we did pur ovr confidence in you, and beleeyed thar you 
according to our truſt, without any by reſpeRts , wonld have fludicd onely the 
peaceand good of the Kingdome, and we cannot be yer out of hope, bur that ye 
will perferme in the end. 

But you muſt not take 1t amiſſe, if as perſons greived, wee tell you where our 

riefes lye, And ro prepare our Cure the betrer, ve mutt defire you to call to your 

femembrances : | 

7, Thar we arefillthe true Body of the Commons of England : you, bur th: 


C - } 
2. That wee have not fo delegated the Power to you. as to make you the Go- 


vemour; of s and of our Eltaes, you are/r'truch bur on PrecyraiG% "pole 
for us if thE preat Councell, T als 


3: That in right we ought to have accelſe to thoſe whom we have thus choſen, 
and t 


I rothe whole Houſe, as there ſhall be cauſe to impart our defires unto you;and 
you onghrt. ndt ro; refufe us. & + * | i & 4 ; 


_ 4. Thirby involving our Yote; in,youts, we-had co porpoſe to.make houſbct- 
petuall Dictators, ls wy gp 

5. That we never in:ended; ehat-you ſhould heye that lattude ofipowep, as te 
imbacke us aſl in a Civill Warre,c6 the ceſtruction of us and opr poſterities- 

6. Much lefſe had we a thorght, tharby any your Votes ye weuld or could 


draw uz into any Acts of. diſloyaltie or. ditob :dience againſt our naturall Leige | 


Lord, to whom by the Lawe, of Gol and man, we doe owe and will pay all alle- 
oiance and fidelirie, | | 
Wherefore,we mult claimethis freeddme which b&ohss taco us.as free-borne 
Subiects,and as perſons incereſſed inthe good and fafetie of this Kingdome,as well 
as your ſelyes, that ye will ſpeedily take tho!e things into your wiſe and Religious 
Conſiderations, which belong to our Peace. and which we out of the deepe ſenſe 
of our preſent miſeries, an4 of. the apparent ruine of vs all (1f not timely preven- 
red\:doenow offer nhto you, © DT I ht pr 5 BEN 
: :None of which ſhall be any new fncies,ot dreame; of diftempered braines, but 
hall he ſuch as haye their grounds upon apparent truth, and a cleare evidence... 
For firft, wee doe profefie to all the world, that wee are reſolyed with our lives 
ahd-fortunes'to maintvine thetrue Proteſtant Religion eſt2bliſhed by the Lawesfn 
chis-Chutchvbf Exgldnd: To miſhtiine our well-tct'ed Government under a Mo- 
narchie,according to the knowhe Lawes bf this Eavd. To maintaine the'jult hberty 
of our perſons, and Propertie of our Eſtates; according to the Rule of thofe Lawes, 
To'malntainethe juſt priviledge; of Parhamenc, withour which our Lawes can 
hardly be continued, © Ed =——þ _—_ 
And in the ailerting of theſe, we beleeve we have the concurrence of both the 
Houſes of Parliament, for'ſiich have bin therr daify Proceftarion; from time to time, 
And for the Kings Majelties Opinion herein; he hath by many Declarations, ſo- 
temne Proteftations and Religiou; Vowes,before God and Man, declared himſelfe 
| © fully and ſo freely, rhar it is his unchangeable Reſolution to live and die in the 
maintainance of all theſe; rhat- wee held our ſelves bounden in reverence to his 
Perſon, and in Chrifttanitre, to beleeye that he will faithfully performe his word 
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(3) 
which have: beene Voted, Ordered, and Afted by you during this Parliament, 

- wheteby:the Cure intended is become worſe then the Diteaſe under which we 
formerly languiſhed ; and we muft with as much cleareneſle and freedome protett 
againlt them, if they be not ſpeedily reformed and remedied. | 

| The particulars are theſe, | | 

x. That under the colour of advancing the true Proteſtant Religion,cncourage- 
ment is given to Anabaptiſts, Brownifts, and all manner of SeAaries,whicl! multt- 

_ ply inevery Corner; which mutt be reforme1, or our true Religion is loſt, * © 
\. 2» Under thepretence of hatred of Popery: which we alfo dereſtas farre as their 

Superſtitions and Idolatrous Teners are inconliftenc with the' true reformed Pro- 
teftant Religion) the Booke of Common-Prayer (which is eftabliſhed by Law) 
is cryed downe by many, and all decent Orders in Gods outward worſhip ; and 
every man left to the diftate of his private ſpirit : but let the Lawes againſt Papiſts' 
anc] Secries (the rwo.extreames ) be put in due execution, we thall thanke yoga 

| for If. | | ” By 

2- Under the colour of regulating the Eccleſiaſticall Courts, and taking away 
che High Commiſſion Court, all ſpirituail Juciſdiftion (for the coercive part 
chereot, which.is the lite of the Law ) 1s taken away, to that now no heinous. 
Crimes, inquirable by thoſe Courts, as Aduiterie, Incelt, &c. can be puniſhed : 
No Hereſie or <chifme reformed : No Church can be inforced 'to-be repaired: 
No Church-Officers, as Church-Wardens, &c. are compellable to rake upon theny 
their Cthces..or.performe their duties, no notto proyide Bread and Wine for the 

. Communion : No Parſons or Vicars can be inforced to attend their Cures, or te. 
a0ga: vive ſatisfaction for tae paines of them who doe: NoTithes can be recayered 
tel: by their Law, nor other Church-Duties, We beſeech you, think yjyhar will be the 
til end of theſe things at the )aſt. | OY 
Mike 4. Under the name of reforming rhe Chnrch-Government , ye endeayour to. 
take away the Function an1 very being of Church Goyernours , as Biſhops and 
their Afﬀiſtants, the De:ncs and Chaprers; ſo to take away the preferments of 
| Learned men,and the encouragements of Learning : In the Name of God, ler the 
abuſes be raken away, but nor the 0ocd nſes alſo. 3ST 
5+ Fo the.retifying of -matrers amiſſe in Church-Diſcipline.and ſome things 
in Dodtrine alſo (as is prerended) an Afemb'y of Divines is propounded to be 
- convocated and conſulted with : the matter is right , but the manner is ſurely 
amiſle, and lo we are like]y to ſe the benefit of che ſubſtance ſor theerrors in the 
circumſtance; which is, That in this intended Convocation, the Divines are not 
nominated by Divines, who'can beſt judge of their abilities (which is the Legall 
' way.) the greateſt part of thoſe who are named, are knowne or juſtly ſuſpetted tO 
be perſons ill-difpoſed ro the Peace of the Church, and addited roo much to In- 
noyation : you. your ſelves ( being all Lay-men ). are to. be the onely Judges of 
what (hall be propounded, and what determined; the Divines but your aſsiſtants 
and the King 15 totally ro be excluded from having any Voice or hand in it : And 
(as it is propounded ) thus is to be a perperuall Cenvocation,if the Houſes of Par- 
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&. Untler the colour of freedome of Preaching , ſeditions Jermoas are preach- 
ed daily , even in the hearing of many of our ſelves , who traduce the Kings 
ſacred Perſon, ſlander His Governmcnc, and in expreffe rermes, encourage the 
maintaining and continuing of this unnaturall and vnchriftian Civill Warre, and 
yer none are puniſhed for ic; which makes us feare that this is,and long hath beene 
made by ſome, to betckeprincipall Engine to kindlethis fire of Hell, te the juft 
ſcandall of all good men , and flander of our Religion, this DoArine comming 
fo cloſe to thar of the Jeſuits, | 

7 And diyers worthy, learned, and painftll Preachers haye beene committed 
to priſon by you for delivering - their confriences treely and religiouſly, and 
preaching Ot edience to their Soyeraigne, Thele things we obſerve unto YOU, as 
rending mainly again(t che maintaining and propagation of the true Proteſtanc 
Religion, 

Touching that part which concerneth the maintaining ef. the Lawes, we ſhall 
obſerve alſo ſome things unto you, wherein your owne prattice differs much 
__e your profeſſions: a prepofterous w:y ro periwade us,.or any other-by- 
handers, 

I- Yeaſſume that power to your ſelyes, that ye by a bare Vote without an A& 
pf Parliament, may expound or alter a knowne Law ; whereas the. Commons 
houſe formerly aſſumed to them(elves no much power, butin erder towards the 

aking a new Lay : nor did the Houſe of Peeres chalenge any ſuch thing : Bur 

hey having the power of Judicature, as Judges they proceed according to the 
ales of the known Lawes,and upon their honours are anſwerable for the juſtnefſe 
pf cheir Judgements, as cther Courts areupon their oathes, | 

'2. You make your owne Orders and O rdinance:to be as Lawes, and compell 

hem to be obſerved, and with a ſtriter hand which may binJe the members of 
7our Houſe in their priviledpes, bur have nor, nor eyer had the force of Lawes, 
ntill by both Honſes and the Kings conſe nc they were confirmed. 

3- And for your own obſeryation of the Lawes of the Land,ye take your ſelves 
> be {o tar above the reach of them, that by your Orders and Ordinances ye en- 
2yne the Judges an] Miniſters of juſtice to forbeare (contrary to their Oaths) te 
xroceed in their ordinary courſes, where ye pleaſe, _ 

4. Ye makean Ordinanceto put the A/iltia Of the Kingdome into ſuch hands 

ye pleaſe, and ſhall confide jp, and this without the King, and expreſſely againſt 

Jis Command. | 

5. Ye poſieſle your ſelves of the Navy Royall.and appoint Admiralls and other 
Yfticers by Sea withom the King, and uſe thoſe ſhips againſt the King himſelfe. 

6. Ye take the Kings Caſtles, Forts and Ports, the places of greateſt firength. 

the Kingdome, and keepe them againſt che King himſelte, as Hell, and Portſ- 
zouth, and YV Yixdſore Caſtle; and theſe three lakt actions appeare to us to haye 

CCC lone by Detfine., for, 

-. The pretence at firit was for the preſeryation of the Xingdome, agunſt 

xme forreigne Enemy ; bur when none appeared in many moenethes, (and wee 


(5) 
the King himſelfe, was rayſedfor the preſervation of the King, | 

8. And thoſe who refuſe to joyne in; this Warre with you, or to contribute 
unto it, with giving or lending of Money, Horſe, Armes, &c. ye proſcribe as 
Malignants , and perſons ill aﬀected ro the Common-wealth ; although wee 
ſee not hey it can be lefſe then Treaſon againſt the King, to yoyne with you 
therein, | - ONO Sg 
- g; But to-all theſe who are your Commanders, or Officers of your Arm 
ye give large and even profuſe entertainments and rewards ; but out of © 
Purſes , who give you little thankes for it. Thus much may ſuffice ro give 
rate how the Layes are, and are likely ro be maintained in the. courſe wee are 
now m. 2 | | 
_ And forthe Libertie of our Perſons, and Proprietie of oyr Eftates, wee ſha 
Qay a little in the next place , and by a fey particulars judge whar wee may hope 
for theretn. 

1. Ye take the Kings Treaſure, ye intercept his Revenue, pofleſle his Honlſes 
of accefſe, and all theſe for his owne ſervice ; and if any attend him, er afſift 
him, they are condemned as Malignants, Popiſh, eyill Counſellors, and Enemies 
co the State. "69 | My 2 

a. Ye have by Meſlages endeavoured to perfwade onr Brethren of Scotland 
ro joyne with you in your Rebellion againft your Soveraigne z and this was not 
done by ſome private men alone, but ordered by the Votes of your Houſe, 

2- Yecondemne the Reballs in Ireland (and thatery juſtly) for theit horric 
Rebellion there, and yer your ſelves doe greater and more horrid adts of barba 
rous Hoſtilicie againſt your King, even 1n his owne Perſon, in England : anc 
when ye have beene charged with ir, ye wou'd excuſe it by ſaying, that it w 
not your faulr, bur the fault of the King himſelfe, and of the Counſellors and Ca 
valiers about him, that he went himſelte in perſon into the Battaile; which he dig 
with that magnanimutie and Kingly courage,as will adde ro his honour and: you 
ſhame whileſt the world endureth. Thns your a&tion is become odions re Gol 
and man, and your excuſe for it ridiculous. te EY 

4. Ard as if ye had ſhaken oft all ſubjeRion, and your ſelves become a Star 
independant, ye have treated by your Agents with forreine States : Such an-uſur 
pation upon Soyeraignrie, as was never yet attempred in this Kingdome, 

Ye command yonr owne Ordcrs,@rdinances.and Declarations to be printe 
and publiſhed cam privilegio: Bur if any thing come from the King, which ma 
truly informe afid di{abuſe the people,ye forbid choſe ro be publiſhed,and comm 
them to Priſon who doe 1t. 

6. That Moneyes advanced by Gift, or Adyenture, or A& of Parliament, a 
Souldiers prepared for Ireland, toreduce the Rebells there, ye have from time. 
Lime diyerted to maintaine this-utnaturall Warre in England; fo ye doe vifib 
looſe the Kingdome of Ireland, that ye may be the better enabled to looſe 
Kingdome of England alſo. 


7+. Ye haye theyed your ſelyes ſo adyerſe from Peace,that ye have Voted the 


wo” 
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" payed towards the maintenance of this Rebe!lion, and ye apzoint thoſe whaſhall 
yalue that. tyentierh part; and why hy.che ſame reaſon ye take-not the tenth pare , 
or the one halfe, we ſee not; and tor che levying'ot- 1t, ye ordiin:your CalleRors 
(hall diſtraine for the ſumme aſleſied, an ſel! the diftreile.;. and it no diſtrefie:ean 
be'foung, the perſon: of theſe notable oftendoursare to be impriſoned, and they 
"and their famiiies baniſhed from their habications. FR. 
2+, Bur leſt this ſhould nor haye the colour of Lazy fnflacient to blind the world, 
'y< have Jately made an Ordinance for the Inbabicants-ofthe Counties of Nor- 
thampton, Rutland, Derby, &c. topay and be ailelied (vy Aſlelors named-in your 
AR) in inutation of che Statute lately maJe for che 400000. 1s and this, as is pr 1- 
.bable, ſhall.in convenient rime be extendel1 co the whole Kingdome : ye firſt 
caſt yourſelyes jntoa neceſſity ro ger money,.by making an impions warre upon 
your Soyeraigne, and then out of that necelsite ye compell your fellow-ſubjeas 
.(yho abominare the warre) ro marncaine 1t, | f £4 
' Þ Andyee have yet a ſhorter and a jurer way ; where yee underftand there 1s 
any Money,or Plate, or GooIls ro be had, jeſend a Party of Horſe or Dragooners, 
or other ſtrengrh, to fetch 1z as'out of an enemies Country, becauſe the owners are 
g00d;Subjects to the King. or you luſpe<t them tp hee fo; and that alone is Crime 
ſafficientro apprehend them, to,judge them, and take excutionupen'them, 2nd! all 
this without the Ceremonie of Law, ,by your abſulute and omnipoten: Pojyer, 
hich cannoterre, W els EI ITEOT. 


- 
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4. Yon diſcharge Apprentices and Seryants from their Maſters ſetvices,withour 
onſen; of their Maſters and Dames, 2ndejrher periwade them or c. mpell rherf 
o ſerve you, in your Army againſt th2-King: This is: indeed* the Liberry of 
'5. Ye have in Yiſon2d many for Peutioning: unto. you, (as if that alone 
vere a Crime) if the matter ofthe Petiron doe not flatter you in your 


preſent 
ourles. .... Keg 
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6. Andothers ye have impriſoned, ſome for Petition'ng, arid tome for ſhtend- 
g.to petition to the King, (as.thoſe Gentlemen of Hertfordſhire and VV eftwein- 
fer) Andyer God bepraiſed, the way 1s open to Petition tg. him in Heayen;and 
will heare us'in his good time. * EI TLEEETIST: 
Laſtly, for your PriviJedges of Parliament. CD OLED Wo | 

x. Firft, ye forbid us to diſptte them, yealone are (asye fay) the Judges w: 
them ; bur in former ages thoſe alſo might be and have beene judged by WE 
eLawes of the Kingdome; onely of offences committed by your own Members ny 
ainſt your Houſe, of theſe ye are the proper Judges; and of the elections of V ' 
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| "2, Yet theſe we conceiveunder yourgood favours;are to be thys confined, that 
every Member of your Houſe hath and oticht ro have as free F ehaFany of hems 
rodeliverhis opinion upen-any Efhtergeht octatioh, andhorio be committed ,-as 
ſome have been, ——orpur.out ofthe Hbtiſe, a-othets have been, for ſpeaktng 
freely againft the {ence of the Houſe,or tathp'of Hine HRbgd thereof, - ; 
-. 2. ' The priviledges of yonr Houle were nevet challenge till now, to extenc 
roany Member which ſhoul4comhniir Treafofi, or Felohy : but yehave now de 
-claredzthat.nb'Mempber of the H6ule.nor ahy'o:hers itnþl6yed by.yoy it this her 
rid Rebellion,ſhonld be queſtioned for Treaſon, .huc in Partratrient: of at lealt'by 
leaye of the Houſe, :! > [9151 575 0097 107 USD HOP ICY, CH NO UID: 01 
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leſt yon thou; 


ranny over the Kingdome might be perpetuated. 


Yer onething more may b2 added to.our unhappinefſe, 
Faiſſe felices,\We wete lately a happ CODIC 
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SE. 
to ſucha depth of unhappineſſe , rhat we are made a ſpeRacle to the whole werld> 
and the very object of their ſcorne : For, Bi | om 


L3 > <5 IT :; PITY TE. P. + . | 
We are { before we were aware of j t calt into.a Warre,a civill Warre,and itre- A G 


: @. © . Fed ' $3 FF 07 k - ; . . . 
ligious and barbarous Warre,againſt our Soveraigric, our nacurall Liege Lord; 


T *® 


We are pur into an jneyitable way of povertie. ; Ph 
By being waſted in all quarters and corners. of the Kingdome one by another : 
By loofing our commerceat homs,it being intercepred by the Armies , and al- 
molt no debts paid, occafioned ſpecially by the priviledges of your Members , and 
ſuch as ye tiviledge : I a Tack ae" Be 
By looking our trade abroad,it being caſt into the hand of rangers. 
We looſe our {eaſon for cillage and husban 


dry,yeluch muſt of neceſſity incroduce 
a Famine ; and Famine doth bur uſher in a Peſtilence: And Warre, Famine, and 
Peſtilence are the three grear and fearefull Tudgements of God uvan'a Nation. 
Nothing can redeeme us our of their calamities, bur a ſpeedy Peace;and to pre- 
are it,a ceflation of Armes : An1 then by good Lawes, as ye havealready happily 
Kono amend what is or hath beene amitie, without plucking up the foundations 
of Goyernment. | Fe 71 
 Webeſeech youtherefore at the laſt, co lay afide your affeRions , and in your 
juJgements to provide for u;, and far your (elyes , and for the honour of our 
Religion, the peace of our conſciences, the preſervation of our lives enl cftares, 
and for the ſalvation. of our foe ſoules, to haye pitty gpon ets, binde up our 
vleeding wounds , cure the diſtractions of the time, and make upthe breachey 
zerweene the King and people, occafioned onely by a miſ-underſtanding. 
\ Andif theſe our Peririons,or Complarnts,or 'Remanitrances ( call them what ye 
111 may prevaile with you, we doubt not , but that the King of His: grace and 
»oodnefle will be 1ntreated to bury all your by-paſt, a&tions: in an at of oblivion, 
hat neither the preſent, age,nor the ages to come,may tothe ſhame of this Nars. 
n,have cauſe to remember whar hath happened hire inthis-laſt and worſe age of 
_—_—__...-: FE | 
Bur ifall this,and all which in your greatjudgements ye canadde nnto it , ſhall ] 
2t moye you; We doe and ſhall prorelt to allche world, that with the hazard of Dar | 
ur lives and fortuncs,and of all we c2ncall ours , we ſhall endeavour to vindiege | 
_ ſelves:from theſe inhumane conries,. Sed weliora fperamns. We hope for 
ater things... 400M | - 
And we (hall inceſlancly pray ro God to perfe onr hopes, by bleſkng your 
Suaſcls.; . '. + (f TIN: 
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